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Col.legi Montserrat 

 

Its methodology: 

 

1. Group team 
2. Investigate and creativity 
3. Connecting to reality 
4. Personal quality 

 

 

Howard Gardner 
 

He highlights Col.legi Montserrat a “world class school” for three reasons: 

 

1. Students involving 
2. Use of technology 
3. New building facilities dedicate to leadership 

 

Lecture plan: 

 

1. Intelligence and intelligences 
2. My theory 
3. Claims and implications 
4. Myths and realities 
5. Assessment 
6. Looking ahead: intelligences in the future 

 

 

1. Intelligence and intelligences 

 

Traditional western view A new interdisciplinary view 

- Single intelligence 

- Highly heritable 

- Not much you can do about your 

intelligence 

- Psychometricians can tell you how 

smart you are 

- Compare to Asian valuing of effort 

- Based on evolutionary evidence 

- Examination of unusual population 

with jagged cognitive profiles 

- Recognition of different roles an 

end-states across cultures, 

historically and contemporaneously 

- Deliberately inter-disciplinary 

beyond psychometric test and 

beyond sensory modalities 

- Set of 8 specific criteria for what 

is/is not an intelligence 

 

Definition: an intelligence is the bio psychological potential to process information in 

certain ways, in order to solve problems or fashion products that are valued in a culture 

or community. Think of several relatively independent computers, not a single al purpose 

one. 
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2. MI theory 

 

It’s a new disciplinary view. 

Our brain has several types of computers (8). 

You can have more than one. 

 

New intelligences proposed: 

- Existential intelligence: the intelligence of big questions 

- Pedagogical intelligence: the intelligence of teaching 

 

 

3. Claims and implications 

 

Two educational claims: 

1. We should individualize teaching, learning, and assessing as much as possible 
2. Whenever possible, we should pluralize – presenting important ideas in several 

ways (we have multisensory memories: read books, view videos, experiment …) 

 

Important points: 

1. Multiple intelligences is not an educational end, it is most useful as an educational 
means to a publicity started goal.  

 

Some educational goals: 

• Disciplinary understanding 

• Scientific-technological prowess 

• Democratic society 

• Economic competitiveness 

• Creative and/or critical thinking 

• Arts education 

• Service to community 

• High scores on international measure 

Each school choose its goals. 

 

2. You cannot legitimately go from scientific finding to an educational 

recommendation – any scientific claim (including my theory) yields large number 

of implications, even ones that may appear inconsistent with one another 

 

 

4. Myths and realities 

 

1. Intelligences do not depend on a single sensory system. Rather, they refer to 
processes that can take place, no matter what sensory system inputs the data. 

For example: linguistic intelligence can operate eon auditory, visual, tactile 

information, etc. 

2. An Intelligence refers to a mental computer that works more or less well. A style 
implies an approach that applies equally to all contents. So called styles may or 

may not obtain across multiple intelligences or domains; this matter needs to be 

established by empirical study. 

3. MI theory is certainly relevant to education, and it calls for attention to individual 
intellectual profiles. However, a whole variety of educational approaches can 

follow from MI theory and there are no official. 

4. Intelligences certainly have a heritable component. But they are quite flexible and 
their development is strongly dependent on adequate resources, including 

effective modelling and teaching, and a belief that one can become more 

intelligent. 
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5. Assessment 

 

If you wanted to assess intelligences formally or informally, how would you do it? 

 

Environments that promote intelligences: 

- Games 

- Materials 

- Musical instruments 

- Experimenting 

- Modelling 

- … 

 

Example: Pre-schools of Reggio Emilia in Northern Italy stimulating the “one hundred 

languages of children” 

 

Example: project spectrum: design experiments to evaluate intelligences and score 

sheets.  

 

The intrapersonal intelligence is the most difficult to evaluate with experiments. 

 

He thinks is impossible to measure intelligences with electrodes. 

 

Digital media help to develop multiple intelligences. 

 

Teacher speaks each other a lot. 

 

Anything is easy to learn when you are young. 

 

6. Looking ahead: intelligences in the future 

 

What happens to multiple intelligences at older ages? 

- Internalized, go “underground”, but do not disappear 

- Personalized mental representations continue and perhaps become even more 

differentiated 

- Computers, distance-learning may nourish these different profiles 

 

Intelligences for what?  

- Intelligence is inherently amoral. Ex. Hitler thinks he did well. 

- Use intelligences for good work. 

- Shape intelligences in good hands. 

 

Symptoms of good work: 

- Excellent in quality, technically. 

- Personally engaging, meaningful. 

- Carried out in an ethical manner. 

 

 

To follow up: howardgardner.com / pzweb.harvard.edu / Thegoodproject.org 

 

 

Questions: 

 

1. Do we have to assess children ever? 
 

Yes. We have to say if they do good or bad, give feedback. Children have to have goals. 
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2. Who applies MI in business? 

 

The analysis of strength and weakness in HHRR. 

To create groups with different types of intelligences. 

 

3. About intuition? 
 

The intuition works when you have knowledge. 

The intuition of children is totally wrong. 

The most disciplines are contrary to intuition. 

 

4. Play is a good manner of learn? 

 

Play is the best way to learn. 

Play is easy. 

Play with challenges. 

 

5. About existential intelligence? 
 

The 8 intelligences are relation to a specific area of brain. Where is the existential 

intelligence? 

Good education is all about existential intelligence. 

Every child creates big questions! 

Why do I have to go to school if all the questions and all the answers are in my 

smartphone? Because you don’t know why they are in your smartphone. 


